(Above) The Rak RT3 made s track debuz in 1979 and during the
following five seasens the car was developed inte the wepon of choioe
for F31 events around the woreld. The RT3 began i run of Brizish
championship sucoess in (98] with Jonathan Palrmer, who was  followed
ane year laer by Tommy Byrne. Ayreon Senna (pictured here oz
Sibverstone in a Wese Surrey Racing version] triemphed in 1983 with
Johney Dumfries, in the ultimae evolution of the chassis gpe, winning in
1984. For 1985 Ralt RT3% were modified o "flat bottom”™ specification to
rum in Class B of the British F3 Championship, and the gpe still contnued
its winning ways, this time with Carleon Tingling. (Below) During 15982
Tornry Byme not only casped swecess in Formuole Three, b he alsa
chased the dream of Fl smardom. Alongside his F3 commitments, Byrne
ook part in fve Grand Prix meetings for the Theodore tearn. Picured
here at Hockenheirn, Byrne found the Theadors TY02-Cosworth e be
an uncoanpetitive ean and failed to qualify in Germary as well as for the
Swiss and lealian Grands Pric Byrne did make the grid owice, in Austria
and ar Caesars Palace, but after the LasVegas race his Fl dream vanished.
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f you were racing a Formula Three car berween late 1979 to

the end of 1984 there really was only one car to choose—

the Ralt RT3, Designed by Ron Tauranac, the Ralt RT3 was

a class apart. From i firsc appearance in 1979 o i

championship-winning swansong in 1984, the Ralt RT3
became the catepory's most successful chassis type. Driven by
future Grand Prix drivers, the Ralt RT3 dominated in F3 evens
on a global scale and chanped the face of the catepory forever
Only the advent of an international regularion chanpe for the
1985 season prevented the Ralt RT3 from continuing its career as
a winning car. The Ralc BT3 is, and always will be known as
Formula Three's ultimare weapon.

For the 1975 season Tauranac designied a new B3 car, che KT,
and a batch of ten examples was produced with the firsz chassis
raced by Larry Perkins, On the car’s debut ar Thruxton, at the
stare of the "5 season, Perkine qualified 2= and raced o 5*. This
result was enough to put Ralt firmly on the map, and on the road
to F3 success, success that came with future race victories and
Perkins claiming the European title.

Dwring the next few years the Rale RT1, driven by the likes of
Derek Warwick, Melson Piguer, Geoff Brabham (son of Jack) and
Elio de Anpelis scared multiple successes in Formula 3 events and

when “ground-effecss” entered the F3 world in 1979, Tawranac
and Ralt moved with the times and the RT3 was created.

Early Days

Auwstralian Bon Tauranac starmed building and racing hillclimb
cars with his brother back in the late 19405, and the duo decided
tov call cheir cars RALT the acronym drawn from the letrers of their
names—NRon and Austin Lewis Tawrznac, The brothers enjoved
their time manufacturing, preparing and competing in their cars
and during the early 1960s, before Ron moved to Enpland at the
invitation of his friend, and furure business partner, Jack Brabham.
Between 1981 and 1972, Tauranac was responsible for the
manufacture and sale of nearly 800 Megor Racing Developments

[MRED)-constructed Brabham BT-modeled cars—before selling

the business to Bernie Ecclestone.
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Global Domination

For 1979 ground-effect arrived in F3 and manufacturers such
as March, Chevron and Martini all soon had their wing cars on
track and running, and although the Ralt RT1 was capable of
placing a driver on the podium, it days as a winning car were
over. This led to the creation of the RT3, a car char wenr as good
as it looked. It was consrrucced with a very soff aluminum tub
with honeycomb bulkheads. I suspension was all housed
inboard, while the fuel tank was located centrally to aid weight
distriburion. The b of the car was narrow, in comparison to
predecessors, to allow for wide, skirted sidepods to create

maximum ground-effect. Like most F3 cars of this period, power

Py Call o

{Opposive) Author enoyed spending time in the sest of 2 car gype inwhich
0 mary grest drivers made their firsz big impression an the spore. (Above)
One of the best feamures of the ATY is s easy uvpdateability, and while this
weas ariginally an ‘81 s it currently sports the 1983 configuration. (Right)
Power from the Movametor-tuned twin-cam Toyot four was restricted by
airbax (tep), and delivered te the ground theough a Hewland MES 5-spead
gearbosx. [Below Right) Mo-rills esckpic s dominated by single-
purpose Momao sweering wheel, while gearshilt lever lurks wo the righe
wehameter occupies cemer of dashboard with ancillary gauges for fuel
and oil pressures, oil and warer temperatures locxeed o either side.

came from a 1997-cc (2-liter) Toyora engine. Tuned by the
Pedrazzani brothers in ltaly, under their Novamaoror banner, the
heavily tweaked Toyota was the enpine to have in F3.
[mberestingly, since 1974, the Formula Three engine repulations
have been pracrically unchanged. The enpine formulz has
consisted of a race-tuned two-liver, 4-cylinder, fuel-injected, road
car-based engine wsing an air restrictor oo control homsepower
ourput. This long-term engine stability is almost unheard of in a
sport known to change rules and regularions at che drop of a hat!

Early showings for the RT3 did not give a clue o its future
potencial, as drivers such as Eliseo Salazar tock o the mack in
Britain and Georg Bellof in Germany.

As the 1980 season starved, the leading teams in Bricain chose
to stay with their March or Arpo chassis, as the Rale RT3 had, as
vet, failed to display any true potential and it was not until the
sixth round of the championship that an RT3 appeared. Project
Four Racing's Stefan Johansson was having increasing crouble
with his March 803, and once the Ron Dennis-owned team
switched to the Rale the championship svung in Johansson's
favor as he dominated the final races of the campaign to see off
the March challenge of Kenmy Acheson (who was in a 1979
March 793) and Roberto Guerrero in the Argo [M8. In mainland
Europe, the RT3 had also found its feer, winning in Germany with

Frank Jelinski.

mamo
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With the car sportingi ts 1282 configuration (rote the broader node for starterd) comingman Tormmy Byrne turnd the 3 pet unsponsored Rak RT3
inta The Esses a1 the end af Mallory Park's high-speed Seebbe Seraighe during qualifying for a raund of that year's Marlbare British F3 Championship.

Im 1981, the BT} cemented its place in F3 historg. In the
Marlbaro Brivish Farmula 3 Championship, the Rale RT3 took 19
out af 20 race vicrories and had a near clean sweep of the top ten
positions in a championship won by Jomathan Palmer. The 1982
season was the year of Tommy Byme in Britain, who won the title in
the car prafiled here. Ralt took 20 wins from 20 races with the RT3
in Brimain, while also taking a 1-2 in the German F3 Championship.
Further titles were secured in Japan, France and Iealy

For 1983 subtle developments were carried out to create the
ET3/33. The most significant was a revised twb o allow the
chanpes to foothox repulations introduced for international F3
events. The 1983 season was also the year of Ayrton Senna, and

the Brazilian's successes in a West Surrey Racing RT3 are the stuff
of legend. He enjoved a season-long bartle with the Eddie Jordan-

entered BT3 of Martin Brundle, but success ar season's end was
Senna's, He alsa drave to vicrory around the streets of Macau in
an RT3—finishing ahead of, by then, a rerurning FL driver,
Roberto Guerrero.

The 1984 season brought the final incarmation of the RT3,
with pushrod front suspension included in the desipn and a
further subtlz change to the car's sidepods. Also during this time
period, some teams decided o wtilize the Hewland FTI00
gearbox, instead of the traditional MY, Despite these
technicaliries it was business as usual on the orack, with Johnny
Dwmfries sweeping to British plory in his BP-liveried Dave Price
Racing example. Aside from one single point placing scored by a
Mapnum chassis, every championship point scored in Britain
that year was recorded by a2 Ralt RT3!

Flat-bortom cars were introduced to F3 for the 1983 season
and Ralt was forced to creare a mew car—the RT30. This type of
car maintained the marque's success with Mauricio Gugelmin
driving o the "85 crown with his West Surrey Racing RT3,
Dwring the mid-1980s, organizers of F3 events introduced a Class
B o many serics to accommodzte older cars thar were not
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developed to the very latest specification. This class enabled the
ET3 to remain competitive while the new Rale ET30 and
Eeynard 853 had taken over at the head of che field with engines
mainly from Volkewagen and Alfa Romeo. [n Class B, the Balt
ET3 remained supreme, now in flat bortom specification courtesy
of Glenn Warters ar Intersport. Popular racer Carton Tingling took
his self-enrered car to vicoory after scoring many early season
Class B victories,

LUCK OF THE IRISH?

[t could hardly be called luck. For in 1982, the best Formula 3
driver in the world was Tommy Byrne. Rising through the ranks of
Formula Ford 1600, Byme dominated Bricish and European
Formula Ford 2000 during 1951 before winning the coveted
Formula Ford Festival at Brands Harch in Ayrton Senna’s car after
the Brazilian decided not o compere and “retire” from the sport
and head home. By the stare of 1982, the driver from Drogheda,
County Louth was in 2 position to chase for the F3 title and he did.

Wictary in the very first race of the season at Silverstone put
Byrne an the right road and he went on to win the 1982 Marlboro
British Formula 3 Championship despite missing five rounds of
the championship while driving for Theodore in rounds of the
F1LA Fl World Championship!

Many thoughe that Byme should concentrare on his F3
career rather than chase off looking for Grand Prix stardom. The
Theodore TY02-Cosworth W8 would not offer Byrne stardom but
it did pranc him a tzste of Fl. It was a taste he enjoyed and
wanted more of.

Byme failed to make the cut ar his first atternpe in FL qualifying:
the Theodore did mot have the speed to make the cut at
Hockenheim, bur ar Zeltweg Bymne wped the Cosworth-powered
machine on to the grid for a well-deserved Grand Prix debur. A
spin mid-race ended his challenge and the Irishman had to wait
until Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, after non-qualifications at Dijon

and Monza, before he could line up on the grid once more. A
mistake near the end of the event put Byrne out. It was the end of
Byrre's Grand Prix career—he would not race an Fl car again.

An end-of-season test at Silverstone for McLaren demonstrated
Byrne's porential behind the wheel. Driving Niki Lauda's
Marlhoro McLaren, Byrne lapped faster than the car had ever
pone around the home of the Bricish Grand Privc. Hopes were high
for 2 Formula One drive in 1983 —bur the phone never rang.

Instead, 1983 saw a casual return oo F3 and a European
Championship assault with a car entered by his old friend, Eddic
Jordan. A 3 at Monaco was the best result and the following year
Byroe was back in F3 agzin, driving this time for Gary Anderson's
Anson Racing International team. Driving a car, outperformed by
the Ralt RT3 with which Byrme had been =0 dominan: with just
two years earlier, he found the going tough, eventually finishing
4 in the championshigp.

Byme packed his baps and headed to the Seates. He remains
an unknowmn hero of motor racing, though o many he is not
unknown. He is a man who dominated the junior caregories of the
sport and raced in Grands Prix. Those who saw Tommy Byrne in
hiz prime ralk fondly of his talent behind che wheel, and his

famous, or infamous, antics off-rrack. For a brief moment he was
the sport's briphtest star.,

CHASSIS 224
When 1 heard thar 1 would be allowsd o drive a Rale BET3

Formula Three car [ was very excited! Formula Three is, [ believe,
one of mooor racing’s finest proving grounds. The Ralc RT3
success story does not just fill a chapter in the B3 history books,
bur is deserving of its own volume!

This particular car started life as an RKT3/81 and was a spare
chiassis for Raul Boesel at Murray Taylor Racing, Midway through
the season the car was hired to Tim Lee Davey for an assault on
the British Grand Prix support race at Silverszane.

Far Caakil

At the very end of cthe 1981 season, Byme started his
association with the chassis when he drove it at Thoston in a
race televised by the BBC and subsequently started his 1932
campaipgn in the chassis. Halfway through the sezson Bymne
switched to a new car, but thar was not apparently to his liking. A
complete rebuild of chassis 224 followed with the Irishman
returning to the car when work was complete. It was in this car
that he sealed his 1982 Marlboro British F3 Championship
success with victories at the end of the season,

During 1983, the car was driven by Swiss racer Mario Hytren,
whio had made his F3 debur and contested ten races = year earlier.
Supperted through sponsosship from Axxess, a progressive Swiss
rack band, Hytten was 5 in the opening race of the season and
raced strangly until midseason when his year gradually fell apart.
For 1984, chassiz 224 made its way to Tarry Racing and was raced
by both Mike Blanchet and Richard Morgan, while in 19835 Mark
Smythe took over the car, running it in flat-bottom Class B trim
throughour the year. The car's current owner acguired the chassis
lare in 2011 and commissioned a full pround-up restoration.
Chassis 124, as it is featured here, returned to the tracks at the
Chuloon Park Gold Cup in Awpust last vear, before having a further
ouring at the Walter Hayes Trophy meering in Movember.

For 2013, Ralt RT3 chassis 224 will be raced in the Classic
Formulza 3 Championship, adminiszered by the Historic Sports
Car Club, and in the burpeoning French Historic F3
Championship by Macthew Sturmer.

I travelled to Brands Hatch wo drive Matthew Sourmer's Ralt
RT3, in the confipuration as raced by Tormmy Byrne. The Balt
RT3 was the ultimate weapon of choice for a peneration of aspiring
rand Prix drivers, and 1 arrived at Brands with much anticipation
as to how the Toyota Novamotor-powered car would perform.

Brirain has endured an unseasonably long winter. Spring has

For the 1983 season, Swiss driver Mario Hytten drove cur Rak profile car and can be seen here making a high-speed appreach poward the Waodoare
Chicane at Silverstone. Hymen first drove in the Marbore British F3 Championship during 1982 but returned the following year with our vest car
engineered by Dave Benbow and funded with 2 budget supplied by a Swiss progressive rock band called Asccess. Hytzen ook bth in the charmpionship.
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